shs Smithtown Historical Society
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On May 15th and 17th we will be hosting our Foutimual Civil War Encampment for area
students and visitors. Attendees will have a chanegsit with reenactors and learn about what life
was like for a Civil War soldier. In order to makkis event a success, we need your help as
volunteers. On May 15th the event takes place #am to 2pm for school children throughout the
Island. May 17th is open to all visitors beginnatglOam and ending at 4pm. Shifts will run prar §
following, and throughout this time. We would gigatppreciate any time you are able to give us!
We will need volunteers in all of the following egbries: Registration / Parking / Store Attendants
Lunch Attendants / Site Guides Please contacakdith at (631) 265-6768 if you are interested in
helping in any of these ways. Thank you in advance!
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In the latter part of 2006, | was asked by myrfdd<athy Albrecht if | would be interested in
becoming involved in the Smithtown Historical Sdgi€SHS) as a trustee. | had attended mar
of the events that were sponsored by the societyffered my assistance whenever | could.

Kathy was a very active member, generous withihex ind dedicated to the society’s mission.

| asked myself, what was | able to offer? My tinmel @xperience was the answer and it has be
very rewarding ever since.

Back in 1972 when my family was looking to movenfrour home in Massapequa, | was in 3rdl

grade. | had just completed a report on a famoumgllsland American, Richard "Bullrider"

then concrete Sunrise Highway to the LIE to look &buse in Smithtown. It was a hilltop ran
with a big piece of property! We loved it! So, mgrpnts decided to tour the town before maki
the decision to relocate. And that was the firsitil saw WHISPER the bull. | recall telling the
story of Richard "Bullrider" Smith to the amazemehimy family and how he made a deal wit

Smith. While house hunting one March day my partaaded the family wagon and we took th

the Indians to be able to settle the land that &g able to ride on the back of his bull Whisper!j

Little did | know that one day | would be on theabd of the society that would be preserving t
history of such a magnificent place. A place riagthva wondrous past.

Being part of such an organization has not onlyijgiexd me with continued education about thg

place | had spent some of the best years of mytifeit has also introduced me to people that
share a common interest and has defined the wantirfaunity.” | actually met Richard
"Bullrider" Smith descendants, learned of a localriting and took part in many historical
events. And | play a small part in plans for theufa. How exciting it will be!
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The SHS, with Kiernan Lannon, at the helm and #dichtion of numerous volunteers continuges

to fulfill its mission "to ensure that the histasf Smithtown Township and our Long Island
heritage is restored, preserved and interpretethéoeducation and enjoyment of current and
future generations." So | urge you too to becomeeaber and support the SHS.
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-James Ciervo, Truste



